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Fobruayy 23, 1942

Dr. {d, Denersc

Biologleul laboratowy

Long Islend Biologlcal iAsscelation

Cold Spriug iardow, Long Island, Now York

Deax Dr. Donsrse:

I vas genuiznaly astonishad by your invitation to participate in the
Symposiun cn YHorrmones in Levelopment®™ for I certainly can lay no cleim
to boing & worksr in this field, =IEofore deciding whether to mccept your
offor it is therefore necessary for me to have a clearer 1deaz of what
you would like to have me discuss. On tho ons hand Thimann is listed to
talk aboutl licrcorpanlsng. 11l this include tha 2rotozoe? Will it ine
clude the work of lioewus on Chlamydomonas "gexestuffs®? On the other
hand, Ephrussi is dowm for the Invertebrates. Since & distinction L3 made
between Inuvertebrates and Lower Invertebratos, 1 presume Iphrussil proposes
to discuss the Insects. Will he also toke ovor the Crustacea and the recent
work of Tyler and of Hartmann and collaborators oun the fertilizalion "gamones®
in Bchincderms and Aunnellds?

If Thimann and ILphrussi do include the matbers I havo mentioned, as it
would geon proper for them to do, then vhat 1s loft for me conglsts nanely
of throe subjschis: (1) the offocts of Vortebrats hormones on lower Inverte-
brates; {2} the eoristence in lower Inverbtobratos of subabances vhich act
on Vertebrates lixe Vertobrate homunes; and {3) some observations suggest-
ing normal hormone adtion, « espoeially sex heraomes - within scme of thae
lower Invertebrates. On nono of those mattors an I well informed and they
bhave recemntly been reviewed fully in bock forz by Homstrom {1939): I
thorefors wonder vhethsr 1% world be worth i1thile to present a paver on them
at gll, and particularly by one who lg so littlo zgquainted with them as
I an,

The ouly phase of the subject allotted to me that I fael I alrsady
know pretty well is the subleot of “sex-atuffs® in Chlamydomonas and
pozsibly in ciliates (though practieally nctiing i3 kncn about the lotter).
I have already reviewed this subject (up o 1939) in =y cehnpter in Calkirpst
book on "Protozoa in Ziological Hesearch™, bubt I am sure Whainann, who has
also raviewed this for Chronica Dotanica, could do it better thaan I could,

I hope you understand the quandary I am in and wilil 1ot no krow more
precisely concerning tho possibls overlaps with Zphrussi and himann,. I
do appreciate belng invited and would gladly accept if I felt I had a
contrivution to make; dbubt it doos look to me now as if I have nons. Howevsr,
I shall know better what to say whean 1 hoar furthsr from you.

Wiith all good wishes,
Yours,

TSslim e e Sonneborm



